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Now Is The Time!
Holy Name High School Update
Now is the Time! This has been our slogan to re-open the high school at Holy Name. A year
from now will mark 50 years since Holy Name High School has been closed. People continue to
check in and see how the high school project is coming. One of the most common, and it’s a very
good question, was and continues to be, “How can you be starting a high school when you can’t
even pay your teachers a decent wage?” This was also an internal question among our staff. I
think the Lord knew this was going to be an obstacle for us. Therefore He did the miraculous. He
sent us Daniel Joseph Kobasic. Dan was an alumni for Holy Name High School, class of 1964.
From the time I met Dan to the day he sadly passed away was only three months. He didn’t even
know he was sick when I first met him.
The Lord called Dan at the perfect time and Dan answered. He was chosen by God to take
care of that obstacle for us. Within the next two years, our teachers will be compensated at the
same rate of pay as local public school teachers. This does not happen every day. I am not
personally aware of any Catholic school that can say this. Again, it is miraculous.
Recently, the old St. Anne’s School became available to use. We have been having
conversations about the possibility of having some of our lower elementary students attend there.
Joseph L. Carlson
We
are just in the beginning stages of this conversation, but this would save us the expense of
Principal
adding an estimated $4.2 million addition to our campus. Again, God has removed another
obstacle and given us another miracle.
Today, we need another miracle. We need another generous person to step up like Dan to make this happen. We are about 12
months from our planned re-opening of the high school. We have raised approximately $500,000 to date. We still have a way to go;
however, as my previous two examples demonstrate, all things are possible through God.
God works through individuals, and God can work through you.
Recently, we received compliments and financial contributions from individuals who
were inspired by the article that was published in the National Catholic Register in August
about the Diocesan School’s classical Catholic curriculum and the future of Holy Name
High School. I encourage you to read this article by visiting:
https://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/new-trend-implementing-a-classical-catholiccurriculum. A print edition of this article was also published on August 30.
I’m not a professional capital campaign director; I’ve never run something like this.
I’m really just your average Joe. However, gratefully, God has given me the gift of a
mustard seed-sized faith and because of this, I know that nothing will be impossible for
God. I’m convinced that He can make all things new, including Holy Name High School.
Whoever you are, wherever you might be, we need you to also have the faith of a
mustard seed. St. John Bosco, patron saint of students and builder of schools, Pray for
us!
If you would like information or to financially contribute to the High School capital
HOLY NAME
campaign, contact Michelle Bink, Alumni/Development Director at
alumni@holynamecrusaders.com or 906-786-7550 ext. 20
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Testimonials from Holy Name Alumni
and Recent Family
TROY & TAMI SARLES
-family from Marquette drawn to Holy Name
In the summer of 2018, we had heard through our Catholic community that
Holy Name was making plans to reopen their high school. Although we are from
Marquette and our son was only going to be entering the 7th grade that year,
we were looking forward to his high school education. Catholic education has
always been our priority for him and the possibility of a Catholic high school
opening up in the Upper Peninsula was exciting.
Desiring to know more about the prospect of a Catholic high school
reopening in Escanaba, we made an appointment to meet with Principal Joe
Tami, Isaac & Troy Sarles
Carlson that fall. The moment we entered the school, we were immediately drawn
to its unique and peaceful atmosphere. From the genuine sincerity with which we were welcomed by the staff, to the religious images
that lined the hallways and rooms, to the reverence that even the littlest children showed as they passed in front of Our Lord in the
tabernacle in the beautiful school chapel, everything drew us in to want to know more.
During our visit, Principal Carlson shared the vision of reopening the high school and the work that had been done thus far to put
the plan in motion. Ultimately, Principal Carlson said, the timing for the school to reopen was up to God. Our visit to the school and
our conversation with Mr. Carlson was an excellent experience. Both of us came away from the visit so impressed by the authentic,
faith-filled environment of the school as well as by the leadership and we were hopeful that reopening Holy Name Catholic High School
would be a part of God’s plan.
As the months passed, we prayerfully kept watch for news about the progress of the capital campaign and we periodically touched
base with Principal Carlson. That summer, we recalled our visit to Holy Name and felt drawn to take one more look—this time at the
middle school. We toured the school with our son, and following the tour our positive impressions about Holy Name were reaffirmed.
As we walked out of the school, our son turned to us and simply said, “I want to go here”. He was drawn in by what was going on
there too. Doors were opened, we walked through, and he attended Holy Name for his 8th grade year.
Holy Name is everything we had hoped for and more. First and foremost, the opportunity for young people to learn in an
environment that is steeped in the Catholic faith is such a blessing. The teaching and reinforcement of the values and virtues of the faith
by the school’s unparalleled administration, knowledgeable and caring teachers, as well as exceptional support staff and coaches is
so valuable. Those qualities, in combination with the elevated academic standards, athletics, as well as other extracurricular
opportunities, and a solid Catholic community make attending Holy Name a truly special educational experience.
We are so grateful for our time at Holy Name Catholic School. We continue to pray for the reopening of the high school whenever
that fits into God’s plan. What a gift and a blessing it would be for the Upper Peninsula to have a faith-filled Catholic high school to
continue to educate and prepare young people for the doors waiting to open for them.

Father Francis DeGroot
Holy Name Class of ‘71
St. Anne Parish
Escanaba, Michigan

FATHER FRANCIS DEGROOT ‘71
St. Anne Parish - Escanaba, Michigan
When Holy Name closed the High School after the 1970-71 school year, I was only a junior then. It
saddened me to think that, due to the State denying funds for parochial schools, I couldn’t fulfill my desire
to graduate from Holy Name High School as my six older siblings were able to do. Since then, I often
wondered if there would ever be an opportunity for the High School to reopen to allow the present grade
school students there now to continue on and fulfill their desire to graduate from a High School after
completing their studies in a Catholic School setting.
Well now, in recent times, there is a concerted effort to make this happen. A campaign is now in
place to bring the High School back to Holy Name. However, this endeavor needs the prayerful and
financial help of our Holy Name Alumni and others who are willing to step up and support the campaign.
It was back in 1953 when Holy Name Catholic High School first opened her doors. Those doors were
opened thanks to the prayerful and generous support of the faithful Catholics who have gone before us.
They saw the need, benefits and rewards of their children attending a Catholic High School where the
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moral, ethical, and Christian values that were and still are lacking in our society today could be taught and upheld.
It’s hard for us now to look back and imagine how the Catholics in Escanaba and the surrounding area were able to come up with
the resources to build such a beautiful High School at that time. But they made it possible though their generosity, prayers and sacrifices
and through the faith and trust they had in God’s divine providence.
Now, it is up to our generation and in particular to the alumni of Holy Name High School, who became the beneficiaries of our
parents and grandparent’s generous sacrifices, to support the reopening of Holy Name High School. There are many parents and
students in our area who want our Holy Name Catholic High School to reopen again. Let us pray that their desire will one day become
a reality.
JOHN BARNES ‘86
Head Women’s Basketball Coach - Youngstown State University
I feel so fortunate to have been brought up in the Catholic Church and had the opportunity to attend
Holy Name Catholic School. The faith based curriculum gave me not only an outstanding education but
also kept God as the focus of my elementary years. Opening the High School again would allow many
young people and their families to continue to grow academically and in their faith throughout their high
school years.
I know it's a difficult time with everything going on in the world, but there
is no better time than the present to reopen Holy Name High School and give
area young people the opportunity to grow in their faith and education!

Father Allen P. Mott
Holy Name Class of ‘89
St. Anthony Parish
Gwinn, Michigan

FATHER ALLEN P. MOTT ‘89
John Barnes
Holy Name Class of ‘86
St. Anthony Parish - Gwinn, Michigan
Head Women’s
Attending and graduating from Holy Name Catholic School helped
Basketball Coach
provide a strong foundation of my faith and was an important part of my Youngstown State University
discernment of becoming a priest. The one thing I remember the most and
am grateful for was the teaching staff, kitchen workers, janitors who were committed because it was a
mission for them rather than a job.
The reopening of Holy Name High School would be a great asset to the Upper Peninsula and our
Diocese for the future of our church and vocations. My parents made great sacrifices so that my siblings
and I could receive a Catholic education. May the next generation be willing to make a great sacrifice to
support a Catholic education.

Lori Jurek enters her 19th year as Holy
Name Catholic School girls’ basketball coach
By Victoria LaFave

ESCANABA – The year was 2002, and reality TV and Nokia cell phones were the cool “new” things. It was also the year
Coach Lori Jurek started coaching girls’ basketball at Holy Name Catholic School, and while the game of basketball was nothing
new to Holy Name’s athletic program, it was new to many students.
Lori says it is her goal every school year to give middle school girls the opportunity to learn the game of basketball, even those
new to the game.
“If they’ve never tried playing basketball, of course they would never have known if they were going to like it,” she explained.
“There’s so much hidden talent out there, but some kids just haven’t been exposed to it, and they may still be very good.”
Teaching her players the basics of the game is what is most important to Coach Jurek – and the key to keeping them interested.
“I’m there to teach the girls the concepts of the game, even to those who’ve never played before,” Lori said, “though it’s not
really about knowing the game completely. I just want the kids to have fun. That’s my role – to put it out there and let them have
fun. It doesn’t matter what the score is on the scoreboard; if they’ve learned something, that’s what it’s all about.”
She started coaching during the 2002-2003 school year, when her daughter Brittany was in fifth grade and first started playing
for the Crusaders. She remembers having to split up the girls into two teams because there were so many players – over twenty.
“That team went undefeated for four years– until the end of their eighth grade year – the final championship game of the
tournament.”
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Though Lori said she doesn’t remember the final score of that game, she said the Crusaders lost by just one point: “We were
playing the North Central Jets in the final game, and we had been ahead for the entire game. Somehow, the Jets scored at the last
second of that game. My heart was broken for the girls at the end of that game, because they’d worked so hard, and they really
wanted to finish with a perfect record.”
Though this moment was disappointing, Lori said that she was satisfied that her players had successfully learned the game of
basketball.
“My biggest goal is to have my players leave eighth grade with a little taste of the game, and then, who knows? They might
be able to go on and play further.”
Many of her former players did go on to play at the high school level, and Lori says it’s her job to get them ready for it.
“When I hand the girls over at the high school level, they should know all of the fundamentals. Then, it’s up to that coach to
take it from there, and put them in the game where they feel is the best for the team. I don’t do a lot of plays. I just teach the
fundamentals. And of course, I make sure the kids all have fun, because if they’re enjoying themselves, then they’re more likely to
learn something.”
Some of her former players even went on to play at the college level. Two of her most notable players were Michelle LaFave,
who went on to play women’s basketball for Michigan Tech University, and Trista Barron who played at Lakeland University.
Holy Name Administrative Assistant Jodi Mutch, who has known Lori for the past 14 years, said that not only did Lori teach
Holy Name students the fundamentals of basketball, she also taught them something even more important: “Lori’s love for the game
always comes through. It’s not about winning the game for her; it’s about how you play the game – and having fun,” she smiled.
Even though she focuses on the joy of the game, Lori says there were many seasons when Holy Name had ‘the team to beat.’
“There were a lot of years when we went undefeated. We had a lot of great players,” she smiled. “But what really matters to
me is that the girls have learned the game, and had fun doing it. The records don’t matter that much to me.”
As for her future plans for the Holy Name basketball team, Lori said she plans on continuing to coach. “I’ll keep coaching at
Holy Name for as long as they’ll have me,” she smiled. “It keeps me involved – and keeps me out of trouble.”
Lori and her husband Ron have four kids—Brandi, Brittany, Peyton, and Justin—all of whom are Holy Name graduates.
For more information on Holy Name Catholic School, please call the school at (906) 786-7550 or visit the school’s website:
www.holynamecrusaders.com.

Then & Now - Girls’ Basketball

THEN

NOW

2006 Little Cedar River Conference Co-Champions

2019-20 8th grade basketball team

Help Us Stay Current
If you are on the move, changed your name, or updated your relationship status, we would love to hear from you.
Help us save costs and stay current by emailing updates to
Michelle Bink, Alumni/Development Director at alumni@holynamecrusaders.com
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Class of ‘71 Had a Lot of Fun

HN Members elected to the Great Northern Conference 1st team
are, FROM LEFT: Joe Moberg ‘72, Mark Johnson ‘71,
and Don Poquette ‘71.

MIXED CHOUS MEMBERS practice for the spring concert. Under the
direction of Mrs. LeMire, are: (l. to r.) Paula DeMars, Kay Harvey,
Sally Johnson, Rolf Theisen, Dave Dumais, Terry Wood, Bill St. Martin,
Mary Schoen, Sandy Ricci, and Patti DeGrave

REGIONAL CHAMPS!

THE HOLY NAME CRUSADERS, front row (l-r) student manager Dave Seymour, Noel Gannon, Steve Sharkey, Tom Ness, Bill Skradski,
Cliff DeSalvo, Dave Lundin, student manager Gus Delforge; Top row, Coach Gordy LeDuc, Dave Maskart, Joe Joran, Joe Harvey,
Gary Kleiman, Charlie Creten, Phil Dumais, student manager Dan Bougie.
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Senior members of National Honor Society are C. Jacobs, P. Sayklly, L. Viau, M. Lippold, B. Knauf, M. Schram,
D. LeMire, T. Ness, S. Juetten, M. Lewis, M. Priniski, J. Wren, and K. Sankovitch.

THE CLASS REGIONAL trophy is the center
of attention for Tom Ness (l) and Gary
Kleiman. The senior cagers were named to
the 1971 All Tournament team for their fine
performances in the two regional tilts.

Joe Harvey ‘71 was named AllAmerican Honorable Mention
after the 1970 season. “Harv”
also copped many other postseason honors.

COACH GORDON LEDUC accepts the George Rudness
Trophy for team of the year from Escanaba Daily Press
Sports Editor Dennis Grail.

Class of 1971 50th Reunion
Friday, August 13, 2021

Saturday, August 14, 2021

Holy Name Multi-Purpose Room

Quality Inn & Suites

For more information and updates, join our Facebook page: HNHighClassof1971
Support Holy Name Catholic School by purchasing the enclosed
50th Anniversary Crusader Raffle ticket in honor of the last
graduating class of 1971. First place $5,000, 2nd-5th place
$1,971. Tickets are $25 each or 5 for $100. Fill out the number
of ticket stubs you would like and return to Holy Name Catholic
School. For additional tickets go to www.holynamecrusaders.com
and click support Holy Name or call the office at (906) 786-7550.
Go Crusaders!
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Holy Name Catholic School
Celebrates Class of 2020 with Mass
and Graduation Ceremony
ESCANABA – Holy Name Catholic School celebrated the eighth grade Class of 2020 on Tuesday evening, Aug. 11 with a
special Mass in the Holy Name Catholic School Gymnasium celebrated by Father Rick Courier and concelebrated by Father Francis
DeGroot and Father Timothy Ferguson. Following Mass, a graduation ceremony was held.
At the ceremony, Class Representative Kamryn Patmythes gave the commencement address, sharing memories and advice for
her fellow classmates. Patmythes also thanked family members and friends for their support. HNCS Principal Joseph Carlson also
addressed the students, sharing his own memories of the past eight years with them.
Father Timothy Ferguson, pastor of St. Joseph & St. Patrick’s Parish in Escanaba, gave the final blessing at the graduation
ceremony.
Also at the graduation ceremony, all of the graduates were given Holy Bibles as graduation gifts with their class Bible verse
bookmarked: “Faithful friends are a sturdy shelter: Whoever finds one has found a treasure. Faithful friends are beyond price; no
amount can balance their worth. Faithful friends are life-saving medicine; and those who fear the Lord will find them. Those who
fear the Lord direct their friendship aright, for as they are, so are their neighbors also.” – Sirach 6:14-17.

Photo courtesy of Korinne Lamoreaux, EverWild Photography. While all the graduates wore masks and were socially distanced for the Mass
and ceremony on Aug. 11, Lamoreaux snapped individual photos of each graduate unmasked, and later cropped and arranged them into this
group photo. Graduates are: (front row, left to right): Madelyn Wilson, Sydney Sands, Kiera Reimer, Riley Martin, Sophia Derkos,
Isabella Belhumer, Seth Wisotzkey, Carter Beversluis, Mara Liss, Autumn Peloza-Sexton, and Roman Zeise.
Middle row, left to right: Zachary Barron, Isaac Sarles, Evert Olson, Spencer Kareckas, Anthony Derkos, Carley McInerney, Logan Fields,
Jacob Brown, Thomas Benoit, Samantha Manninen, and Gabriel Mantela. Top row, left to right: Kamryn Patmythes, Katelyn Rexford,
Natalie Spreitzer, Ella Boney, Piper Burrows, Ellah Cooper, Natalie Williams, Annabelle Neumeier, and Parker Ryno.

Time Capsule Update
Stay tuned…Larry LaPalm, Class of 2016, has graciously
volunteered to help find the time capsule that was buried in
May of 1976. Like us on Facebook to get updates.
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Meet Holy Name Catholic School’s New
Third Grade Teacher and Dean of Students
By Victoria LaFave

Holy Name Catholic School welcomed Mrs. Emily (Gardner) Lightfoot as the new third grade teacher this school year, while
Mr. Vic Dumas joined Holy Name last year as Dean of Students.
MRS. EMILY LIGHTFOOT
New HNCS third grade teacher, Mrs. Emily Lightfoot, said she is eager to share her
knowledge and love for the Catholic faith with her students, and is happy to be a part of the
Holy Name family.
Mrs. Lightfoot was born in Hancock, but lived in Menominee most of her life. She attended
then-Menominee Catholic Central School (now St. John Paul II Catholic Academy), and
graduated from Menominee High School. She then graduated from Saint Norbert College in
De Pere, Wisconsin in 2013. Throughout these experiences, she says she enjoyed the sense of
community found in both the Catholic elementary school and Catholic college. She earned her
Bachelor of Arts degree in early elementary education, graduating magna cum laude. She also
earned an academic award for exceptional standards of scholarship.
SPIRITUALLY AND ACADEMICALLY COMMITTED
Emily says both spiritual commitment to a Catholic education and academic excellence are
important
factors in providing an excellent education to the students of Holy Name. Lightfoot
Emily Lightfoot
Third Grade Teacher
had previously taught 4K/kindergarten and was lead teacher at All Saints Catholic Academy
in Ironwood (previously one of the Diocese of Marquette Catholic schools), until it closed the
elementary school at the end of the 2020 school year.
“I’ve loved teaching at Catholic schools because it has given me the opportunity to share my faith with the students," she
said. “My goal as an educator is to instill in them the love of learning and a deep faith at a young age so the students can become
faith-filled lifelong learners. I feel very blessed to continue my teaching career with Holy Name in the Diocese of Marquette.”
In her free time, Mrs. Lightfoot enjoys reading, kayaking, bike riding, and taking her dog KC on walks with her husband,
Chris. She and Chris belong to St. Joseph & St. Patrick Catholic Church in Escanaba.
She has a deep devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe and Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta because, she said, “They are great
examples of strong women who were able to go to new places and spread the love of Jesus and serve others.”

Vic Dumas
Dean of Students

MR. VIC DUMAS
Mr. Vic Dumas has been the Dean of Students at Holy Name Catholic School since the
2019-2020 school year. Born in Cleveland, Ohio, Mr. Vic (as he is affectionately called by
students and staff), later moved to Los Angeles, CA when he was 13. He joined the U.S. Air
Force in 1986 and was stationed at Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas, Nevada as a security
specialist, where he served for four years. He attended Community College of Southern Nevada
and the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. In 1991, he joined the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department, where he served for 24 years working as a patrol officer, in the Problem Solving
Unit, SWAT (Special Weapons and Tactics) Unit, and in Community Orienting Policing.
In 2006, he was promoted to Sergeant, and retired in May 2015 as Sergeant of the Las
Vegas Metropolitan Police Department’s SWAT Team.
While with the Las Vegas P.D., he met his future wife Kristy at her sister’s wedding. Kristy,
who is originally from Gladstone, was stationed at Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas at the
time (where Vic had been stationed years prior.) They later moved to Escanaba so that Kristy
could be closer to her family.
Mr. Vic and Kristy have one daughter, Eden, who is now in sixth grade at Holy Name. He
says he became a member of the Holy Name family in early 2016, when Eden was in first
grade and he started working as lunchroom recess monitor and later, as a kindergarten aide.
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POLICE SERGEANT VS. DEAN OF STUDENTS - SIMILAR POSITIONS FOR MR. VIC
Mr. Vic says working in law enforcement has remarkable similarities to his current job as Dean of Students, with both jobs
dealing largely with discipline.
“In one, I was arresting someone because they did something wrong, and in the other, I am having a conversation with
someone and helping them to correct their behavior before it gets out of control.”
Both positions involve having discussions with people. However, certain people respond differently to discipline; Mr. Vic says
he finds that the key is to catch poor behavior and change it early on.
“When taught early, kids can change their behavior and be taught how to solve problems much easier – much easier than, for
instance, adults who have not been taught correct behavior,” he explained. “If adults are used to acting a certain way for a long
period of time, it’s much more difficult to get them to change.
“The purpose of each job really is one and the same,” he continued, “in that they both deal with talking and interacting with
people, and in some cases, discipline. The big difference, of course, is that in law enforcement, we have to take away the adults’
personal liberties when they break the law. With students, I like to have a one-on-one conversation to determine what happened,
what was the response/action that they took, why they took that particular action, what was the result of that action, and do they
think, based on the results, that was a good decision. Then, I like to give them better options in solving a problem and what actions
are expected of them in the future, as well as any consequences they will have if the incident is repeated.”
When not at Holy Name working with students, Mr. Vic says he enjoys camping, barbecuing, kayaking, fishing, exercising
and spending time with family and friends.
***
According to Mr. Carlson, he could tell right away in their interviews that Mrs. Lightfoot and Mr. Dumas were highly qualified
to teach and lead the students at Holy Name.
"Both Mr. Vic and Mrs. Lightfoot have been great additions to our Holy Name family,” Principal Carlson said. “Each of them
brings a unique background and skill set that has prepared them for their respective positions. Both of them exhibit a deep love
for our Lord and for serving others.”
For more information on Holy Name Catholic School or for a tour of the school, please call (906) 786-7550, visit
www.holynamecrusaders.com, or visit the school at 409 South 22nd Street, Escanaba.

Financial Review
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2020

REVENUE

EXPENSES

Tuition and Fees.......................................................$957,990
Tuition Assistance.......................................................190,109
Parish Subsidies........................................................ 443,959
Diocesan Revenue........................................................51,569
Donations and Fundraising.........................................444,204
Rental and Investment Income..................................... 112,800
Other Income................................................................ 1,054
Hot Lunch Revenue.......................................................76,918
Total Revenue.......................................................$2,278,603

Salaries and Benefits.............................................$1,366,976
Instruction................................................................... 79,660
Student Transportation and Activities............................. 12,075
Administration...........................................................358,615
Occupancy................................................................. 71,544
Capital Outlay...........................................................120,177
Hot Lunch Expenses..................................................... 77,518
Total Expenses..................................................... $2,086,565

Year End Fund Balance............................................$455,804
Revenues were excellent for the year, exceeding the annual budget, driven primarily by increased donations received as compared
to the budget and prior year. Revenue overall far exceeded expenses, increasing the school's fund balance by $192,038. Personnel
expenses, which make up approximately 65% of the annual budget, finished 4.5% below budget. The positive variance in personnel
costs was driven largely by the premature shutdown of face-to-face education due to COVID-19. All other expense categories, with
the exception of hot lunch expenses and capital outlays, ended the year below budget.
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Cameron Jacques, 1st grade, genuflects
as he passes our Lord in the tabernacle
on the first day of school.

