
 
 

March 23, 2020 
 
Dear School Families and Staff, 
 
Last Friday the Michigan Department of Education (MDE) announced that public 
schools cannot count virtual learning towards instructional time.  This does not directly 
impact the ability of Catholic schools to offer and/or count online and modified 
instruction as “instructional hours/days.”  The Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Marquette are accredited through the Michigan Association of Non-Public Schools, not 
the MDE.   
 
As a collective body of schools within our diocese, we are committed to providing the 
best possible learning environment during this unprecedented time.  As you know, our 
administrators and teachers are working diligently to prepare and implement distance 
learning plans for our students and families.  We believe that it is in our students’ best 
interests to continue learning and developing skills remotely while they are unable to 
attend school in person.  Please know that our Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Marquette stand with all Catholic schools in the various dioceses of the state of 
Michigan as we plan to continue with our distance learning plans, and that this 
instructional time will count toward our instructional hours and days.  
 
We have deep trust and confidence in our partnership with you during this difficult time.   
I assure you that everyone associated with our schools are committed to doing the job 
necessary to ensure your children have seamless and successful transitions to the next 
grade levels.  Our school principals and I have already begun discussions concerning 
assessment for each student once we get through this situation in order to address any 
academic gaps that may have developed so we may ensure each student continues to 
flourish throughout his/her academic career.  
 
We are deeply appreciative of the sacrifices you are making at home to assist your 
children in the expectations we send home.    
 
Our schools are built upon faith in a loving God.  Please, let’s all remember to pray 
within our families each day, trusting in God’s presence and his care for us and 
everyone across the world.  He holds us in his hand at every moment.   
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mark Salisbury 
Superintendent 


